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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CLEETHORPES 


REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Year 
1919. 


Mr .Chairman , 

Gentlemen, 

The  following  report  deals  with  the  Vital  Statistics, 
Infectious  Diseases,  and  the  important  sanitary  matters 
affecting  this  Urban  District. 

The  Death  Rate  during  the  year  is  estimated  on  a 
population  of  25,673,  and  the  Birth  Rate  on  a population  of 
26,744  (these  being  the  calculations  at  the  middle  of  the 
year ) 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  - 12.23  per  1,000 
" Birth  Rate  " " " - 19.33  n w 

The  following  table  compares  the  Death  Rate,  Birth 
Rate  and  Infantile  Mortality  with  those  of  the  preceding 
five  years  - 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

1914 

11.1 

25.2 

94.7 

1916 

11.4 

25.4 

92.2 

1916 

11.2 

23,3 

88.08 

1917 

10.5 

20.4 

82.7 

1918 

12.5 

18  .*9 

83.8 

1919 

12.23 

19.33 

110.25 

The  above  table  shows  an  increase  in  the  Infantile 
Mortality  compared  with  previous  years.  The  causes  of 
death  of  infants  under  1 year  are  shown  at  the  end  of  the 
report • 

The  population  of  the  District  taken  at  the  Census  of 
1911  was  - 

21 ,417. 

500  (being  allowance  for  men  at  sea 
& on  night  work  on  the  docks  ) 

21  ,.917 


Apart  from  the  cases  of  Influenza  which  occurred  at 
the  termination  of  the  epidemic  which  visited  this  district 
at  the  middle  and  end  of  1918,  the-  e has  been  no  further 
attack  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  illustrates  the  comparison  between 
the  prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease  during  the  year,  and 
that  of  the  two  previous  years e 
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Cases  notified 


1917 

1918 

-i 

1919 

Diphtheria  & Membranous  Croup 

24 

26 

31 

Erysipelas  ..  ,, 

7 

9 

14 

Scarlet  Fever  ,. 

ft  ft 

41 

47 

36 

Enteric  Fever 

ft  ft 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  . . , , 

• • 

- 

mm 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.. 

• , 

28 

34 

64 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease 

• ft 

• 4 

9 

10 

P oliomyelitis  . . . . 

• « 

• 

mm 

m 

Cerebro-Spiral  Meningitis 

• ft 

mm 

mm 

m 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . 

ft  ft 

3 

9 

10 

Measles  , • . , •• 

221 

310 

132 

TOTAL  .. 

330 

445 

298 

Prom  the  above  figures  a considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  evident.  This 
is  probably  mainly  due  to  a lowering  of  the  physical  resis- 
tance to  disease  occasioned  by  the  scarcity  of  certain  foods 
particularly  fats.  As  the  number  of  cases  nearly  coincides 
with  those  of  1913  (Pulmonary  57,  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
11)  and  1914  (Pulmonary  52,  Other  forms  16)  it  is  probable 
that  owing  to  the  absence  of  practitioners  on  Military 
Service  many  cases  did  not  come  under  medical  supervision 
in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease. 

The  distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  five 
wards  was  as  follows  : - 


North 

Ward 

Sidney. 

Ward 

Central 

Ward 

Alex. 

Ward 

South 

Ward 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever  .. 

4 

14 

2 

7 

9 

36 

Diphtheria  ..  .. 

9 

7 

5 

5 

5 

31 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

1 

Ophthal  Neon 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

10 

Erysipelas  ..  .. 

1 

1 

- 

8 

4 

14  » 

Measles  

12 

10 

32 

51 

27 

132 

Influenza  Pneu. 

1 

1 

7 

12 

4 

25 

Other  Pneumonics 

- 

1 

5 

4 

3 

15 

Malaria  

mm 

- 

1 

4 

1 

6 

Dysentry  . ..  «. 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  .. 

17 

23 

12 

11 

11 

74 

TOTALS  

46 

59 

65 

105 

68 

343 

Fourteen  of  the  above  cases  (10  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  4 of  Diphtheria)  were, sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
during  the  year,  the  remainder  having  been  treated  in  their 
own  homes . 

The  following  shows  the  rate  of  incidence  of  Infectious 
Disease  in  the  Wards 


Ward 

Population 

Hate  per  1.000 

North 

ft  ft 

5212 

• • 8 • 82 

Sidney 

• ft 

4970 

,.  11.87 

Central 

« • 

4465 

..  14,55 

Alexandra 

ft  • 

5471 

19.19 

S outh 

• ft 

5520 

..  12.31 
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The  fact  that  the  rates  of  incidence  of  Infectious 
Disease  in  the  Worth  and  Sidney  Wards  is  lower  than  those 
of  the  other  three  Wards  is  strong  evidence  of  improved 
sanitary  conditions  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district 
through  the  installation  of  the  new  Sewerage  System. 

NATURAL  AWD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Urban  District  of  Cleethorpes  is  situated  in  the 
Worth  Eastern  Area  of  Lincolnshire  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
River  Humber  near  Its  mouth.  The  coast  line  of  the  district 
is  about  three  miles  in  length  and  extends  inland  to  a 
distance  of  from  i to  f of  a mile. 

The  district  is  divided  into  three  areas  embracing  5 
wards.  The  northern  area  including  North,  Sidney  and  Central 
Wards  extending  from  the  • Grimsby  boundary  to  the 
bottom  of  Isaac’s  Hill  is  flat,  and  varies  from  12  to  14 
feet  above  the  sea  level.  From  the  northern  area  the  ground 
*ises  qiicklv  at  Isaac’s  Hill  to  a height  of  40  feet  above 
the  sea  level.  It  then  gradually  recedes  towards  the 
southern  boundary  at  Humberston  to  a level  of  about  10  feet 
above  the  sea.  The  whole  extent  of  the  coast  line  is  ope* 
to  the  sea,  and  without  shelter.  The  flatness  of  the 
northern  area  rendered  drainage  difficult  before  the 
installation  of  the  Pumping  Station  at  Poplar  Road. 

In  character  the  soil  in  the  Alexandra  and  South  Wards 
is  sandy  and  porous  and  dries  quickly.  The  three  Wards 
below  Isaac's  Hill  (viz.  North  Sidney  and  Central)  have 
soil  of  a firmer  and  denser  character. 

The  chief  occupation  of  the  vast  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  is  in  connection  with  the  Fishing  Industry. 

The  greater  number  either  go  to  sea  in  Trawlers  or  are 
employed  on  the  Grimsby  Fish  Docks.  In  these  occupations 
their  work  is  of  a healthy  nature,  and  almost  entirely 
outdoor.  Many  are  also  employed  In  engineering,  ship 
fitting  and  repairing,  and  other  healthy  trades  connected 
with  the  Fishing  Industry. 

There  are  no  undesirable  trades  which  are  a menace  to 
the  health  of  the  public  carried  on  in  the  district. 

The  numbei  of  persons  in  the  district  who  received  Poor 
Law  Relief  during  the  year  was  155.  Of  these  29  were 
admitted  to  the  Workhouse  Infirmary  at  Grimsby. 

For  hosp  ital  treatment  (apart  from  Infectious  Diseases) 
the  working  classes  depend  on  the  accommodation  afforded  by 
the  Grimsby  and  District  Hospital.  Treatment  Is  gratuitous 
and  although  this  hospital  is  small  in  proportion  to  the 
population  dependent  on  it,  there  is  rarely  any  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  admission  of  argent  cases  from  this  district 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  DISTRICT, 


Water. 

The  district  has  an  abundant  water  supply  derived  from 
Artesian  7/ells  situated  in  the  Central  Ward  on  either  side 
of  and  beyond  Pelham  Road.  The  wells  vary  in  depth  from 
200  to  400  feet.  The  supply  is  under  the  management  of 
the  Grimsby  Waterworks  Company.  The  water  is  of  a hard 
character  and  the  supply  for  domestic  purposes  is  at  all 
times  constant  and  abundant. 
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Owing  to  the  situation  and  character  of  the  wells,  the 
possibility  of  contamination  of  the  water  is  remote.  There 
has  not  been  suspicion  of  contamination  during  the  year, 
and  therefore  no  action  in  respect  of  this  has  been  taken. 

The  only  other  wells  which  are  used  for  drinking  purposes 
are  outside  the  range  of  the  public  water  supply. 

Rivers  and  Streams . 

The  estuary  of  the  Humber  forms  the  north  and  south 
east  boundry  of  the  district.  Into  it  is  discharged  the 
sewage  of  the  district  by  a single  outfall  situated  well 
away  from  the  inhabited  part , The  sewage  is  collected  in 
an  immense  tank  on  the  foreshore  near  the  Golf  Links  and 
discharged  through  pipes  running  far  cut  to  sea  at  the  end 
of  the  flood  and  first  few  hours  of  the  ebb  tildes.  There 
has  not  occurred  any  sewage  contamination  of  the  beach  from 
this  Outfall. 

The  Buck  Beck  separates  the  Urban  District  of  Cieethorpes 
from  the  Rural  Parish  of  Eumberstorn,  It  is  a stream  of  from 
15  to  20  feet  wide  containing  a variable  volume  of  water, 
generally  from  2 to  5 feet  in  depth  according  to  the  state 
of  the  tide.  It  drains  the  greater  part  of  the  South  Ward 
It  Is  provided  with  sluices  and.  doors  which  work  automatic- 
ally with  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide,  and  prevent 
flooding  of  the  low  lying  land  which  it  traverses.  The 
outfall  of  this  Beck  is  liable  to  silt  up  at  times  owing 
to  sand  being  heaped  up  by  the  high  tides,  the  result 
being  an  impeded  flow  seawards  followed  in  very  wet  weather 
by  flooding  of  this  area.  The  outfall  is  in  the  Parish  of 
Humberston,  and  the  frequent  clearing  of  it  devolves  on 
that  parish. 

The  other  drain  of  importance  is  called  Carr  Drain. 

It  forms  part  of  the  boundry  between  Grimsby  & Cieethorpes. 
This  stream  is  slow  and  sluggish  due  almost  entirely  to  its 
course  being  impeded  and  its  direction  altered  by  building 
operations  in  Grimsby.  The  result  of  thesp  operations  is 
that  the  stream  is  incapable  of  carrying  away  the  water 
resulting  from  heavy  rainfalls,  and  the  intervening  space 
is  frequently  flooded*  This  stream  is  very  liable 

to  pollution  by  house  reiuse  from  houses  known  as  the 
Battery  situated  on  Old  Clee  Road  and  outside  the  authority 
of  this  district.  It  is  most  important  that  the  menace 
to  the  Public  Health  caused  by  a probable  pollution  of  the 
stream  at  the  Battery  claould  be  remedied  at  the  earliest 
possible  time. 

SEWERAGE  & DRAINAGE. 

The  present  system  of  drainage,  which  has  recently  been 
completed  has  overcome  all  the  difficulties  and  disadvant- 
ages of  the  old  system.  Formerly  the  sewers  and  drains 
were  tide-locked  for  10  out  of  every  24  hours.  With  the 
new  system  there  is  a continuous  flow  which  is  uninterrupted 
by  the  state  cf  the  tides*,  A pumping  station  is  situated 
In  Poplar  Road  equipped  with  three  pumps  of  75  H.P  each, 
and  three  of  30  H.P.  By  means  of  these  the  sewage  from  the 
North,  Sidney  and  Central  Wards  is  pumped  over  Isaao-^s  Hill 
whence  it  gravitates  through  the  Alexandra  and  South  Wards 
to  a storage  tank  of  1,000,000  gallon  capacity  situated  on 
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the  Golf  Links  on  the  extreme  southern  boun&ry  of  the 
district.  Here  there  is  another  pumping  station  to  lift 
the  "Sewerage  into  the  storage  tank  from  which  it  is 
discharged  into  the  sea  at  low  water  mark.  The  former 
outfall  has  been  extended  some  1,000  feet,  and  the  capacity 
of  the  pipes  increased.  The  result  of  this  scheme  is  a 
much  improved  drainage,  principally  of  the  North,  Sidney 
and  Central  Wards,  and  an  accommodation  for  a very  much 
increased  population.  In  addition,  the  foreshore  is  now 
free  from  dangers  arising  from  pollution  by  sewage  from 
the  Cleethorpes  District. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Practically  the  whole  district  is  now  provided  with 
water  carriage  system  of  closet.  There  are  now  only  27 
privies.  Six  of  these  belong  to  isolated  houses  which  are 
situated  at  a remote  distance  from  the  General  Sewerage 
System.  No  conversions  of  privies  into  water  closets  have 
been  made  during  the  year. 

SCAVENGING. 


The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  under  the  direction  of 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  District.  The  refuse 
is  collected  once  a week  from  all  houses,  except  in  the 
summer  months  when  it  is  collected  twice  weekly.  Special 
arrangements  are  made  for  a more  frequent  removal  of  refuse 
in  the  case  of  certain  shops  and  business  premises . 

The  refuse  is  burnt  by  the  Council's  Refuse  Destructor 
which  is  situated  near  the  centre  of  the  district  and  is 
capable  of  dealing  with  75  tons  of  refuse  per  day. 

The  total  number  of  lo&ds  of  refuse  collected  during 
the  year  was  5,947. 

Galvanised  iron  receptacles  for  House  Refuse  are  in 
general  use  throughout  the  district.  Difficulty  is  now 
experienced  in  getting  these  replaced,  as  the  supply  is 
short  and  the  cost  high,  consequently  many  of  the  recep- 
tacles are  out  of  repair.  It  is  important  that  there  should 
soon  be  a larger  supply  of  these  available  as  in  many 
instances  such  receptacles  as  boxes,  tubs  etc.  have  be* 
substituted.  s 

At  the  end  of  1913  there  were  84  fixed  receptacle 
for  refuse  in  the  district  since  when  24  have  been  # 
aboMhed  ahd  replaced  by  covered  portable  receptacle^. 

PREMISES  & OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  orl  > 
cellar  dwellings  in  the  district,  and  the  only  offensiV 
trade  is  that  of  a fat  extractor,  whose  premises  are 
situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  district. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  five  public  elementary  schools  in  the 
district,  four  of  which  are  Council  Schools,  and  the  fifth 
vis  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Church  of  England. 

The  medical  inspection  of  the  children  in  all  the 
schools  is  under  the  superintendence  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  schools  have  all  the  modern  improve- 
ments as  to  ventilation  and  sanitation.  Their  water  supply 
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is  provided  by  the  Grimsby  Waterworks  Company,  and  they  have 
the  water  carriage  system  of  latrines.  The  play  grounds 
ai?e  spacious,  and  being  asphalted  with  a sufficient  fall  to 
allow  the  surface  water  to  drain  away  they  dry  up  quickly 
after  rain* 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  school 
children  are  reported  to  the  school  authorities.  The  children 
are  not  allowed  to  return  to  school  until  they  are  pronounced 
free  from  infection* 

In  the  case  of  diphtheria  occurring  in  a school-child 
the  determining  factor  as  to  freedom  from  infection  is  a 
negative  report  after  a bacteriological  examination  of  a 
swab  taken  from  the  throat  and  nose  of  the  child* 

In  the  case  of  non-notif table  infectious  or  contagious 
diseases,  the  Head  Teachers  in  each  school  notify  the 
occurrence  of  the  disease,  and  the  child  is  forbidden  further 
attendance  until  free  from  infection  or  contagion.  In  this 
way  the  District  Medical  Officer  is  kept  in  touch  with  all 
infectious  diseases  in  the  district* 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  following  inspections  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  the  year  including  systematic  and  casual 
inspections  accompanied  by  the  Medical  Officer  :~ 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  (including  private 
dwellings,  tents,  bakehouses,  slaughter 
houses,  cowsheds,  dairies,  workshops)  - 1608 

The  total  number  of  Inspections  & reinspections  - 9506 

The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  were 

(a)  Informal  and  Verbal  - - 729 

(b ) Statutory  Orders  - - - 38 

The  result  of  service  of  these  notices  was  an  abatement 

of  nearly  all  the  nuisances. 

In  fuller  detail  the  following  Inspections  and 
examinations  were  made 


Houses  and  Premises  Examined  ..  ..  .*  1341 

Houses  & Premises  Inspected  (house  to  house 

inspection)  46 

Complaints  Investigated  ••  ••  ••  ••  543 

Visits  to  Infectious  Diseases  ..  ..  . . 499 

Visits  re  abatement  of  Nuisances  ..  ...  2853 

Visits  re  food  on  sale  ..  ••  ••  «•  308 

Public  Conveniences  . • ••  •«  «.  •«  1594 

Pried.  Fish  Shops  and  Offensive  Trades  •*  37 

Cowsheds  . . *•  ••••  ••  .♦  ••  8 

Milks'nops  and  Dairies..  ♦.  . . ••  31 

Slaughter  Houses.  «•  ••  ••  «•  ••  296 

Bakehouses..  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ...  115 

Workshops  •*  . . *•  ••  ••  ••  ••  125 

Factories  ..  . . ••  ••  ..  ..  ••  25 

Stables,  Yards,  Animals  ••  ••  . . ••  137 

Keeping  of  Pigs  . .*••  ••  ««  ..  57 

Keeping  of  Fowls.  ..  ••  ..  ••  • • 79 

New  Buildings  and  Alterations 845 

Drain  Tests  «.  •«  ..  ..  ••  40 

Smoke  Nuisances..  ••  ••  ••  .♦  ♦*  10 
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MILK. 


Shops  Act  . . , . . 818 

Military  Billets  ••  «•  ».  . . 18 

Disinfection  . ••  «.  , . . . 199 

Caravans,  Tents  • • 30 

Schools  . « • . . , f » •«  ••  61 

Interviewing  Owners  & Occupiers  ••  355 

Pood  Qontrol  . . • ••  . . . . 140 

Salvage  •••  88 

Other  Causes  . . . . . ..  ••  124 

FOOD. 


The  Milk  supply  of  the  district  comes  from  dairies  in 
the  district  as  well  as  from  neighbouring  farms  outside. 
There  are  25  Purveyors  of  milk  on  the  register  of  which  13 
are  resident  in  Cleethorpes.  The  condition  of  the  two 
cowsheds  as  well  as  the  premises  of  all  the  purveyors  of 
milk  in  the  district  have  been  watched  by  frequent  inspec- 
tions by  the  Sanitary  Officer,  One  case  of  breach  of 
reqi irements  was  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Eight  visits  of  inspection  of  both  cowsheds  and  31 
visits  on  the  premises  of  purveyors  were  made  during  the 
year. 

The  water  supply  of  all  these  premises  within  the  area 
of  the  town's  supply  is  derived  from  the  Grimsby  Waterworks 
C ompany . 

No  action  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  Tuberculous  Milk 
has  been  required. 

other  foods. 

Frequent  inspections  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  are 
made  on  all  premises  where  food  is  exposed  for  sale.  The 
following  inspections  relating  to  these  were  made  during 
the  year  viz  :~ 

To  Bakehouses,  Dairies,  Shops  - 346  visits. 

To  Slaughterhouses  (4  in  regular 

use  ) - 296  visits . 


The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  premises  have  been 
found  in  most  instances  satisfactory  and  any  suggestions  mad 
for  their  improvement  have  been  acted  upon. 

No  public  abattoir  has  been  established,  there  being 
eight  separate  slaughter  houses  in  the  district. 

The  following  articles  were  found  diseased  and  unfit 
for  human  food  and  destroyed  with  the  consent  of  the  owners 
except  in  one  case  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken 
and  a large  fine  imposed  for  having  deposited  unsound 
veal  in  the  district,  - 

1 Beast's  Liver  (Necrosis) 

1 Pig's  Liver  (Flukes) 

1 Tin  Condensed  Milk  (Sour) 

1 Beast  ;s  Carcase  (Tuberculosis) 

1 Pig's  Lungs  (Congested) 


7b  Stone  of  Vea] 


1 

1 

• 1 
266 
308 


Beast *  ls  Heart-  & Lungs 


(Unsound)  Prosecuted. 
(Unsound  ) 

Carcase  & Offai  cl  Pig  (Tuberculosis) 
Oaso  of  Tomatoes  (Unsound) 
lb  . Kam  ( Uns  ound ) 
lb.  Dates  (Fermented) 


2 lb.  Corned  Beef  (Unwholesome) 

1 Beast ’s  Liver  (Abscess  ) 

5 lb.  Bacon  (Unwholesome) 

1 lb.  Bacon  (Unwholes ome ) 

2 Pigs  ' Livers  (Necrosis) 

1 Carcase  of  Beafet  (Tuberculosis) 
f-  lb.  Butter  (Rancid) 

96  lb*  Cooked  Beef  (Tins)  (Blown) 

42  lb.  Cooked  Beef  (Tins)  (Blown) 

PREVALENCE  & CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  have  been  343  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year.  The  nature  of  these  has  already 
been  stated  in  comparing  their  incidence  with  previous 
years.  Included  in  this  number  there  have  been  notified 

Influenza  Pneumonia  25  cases. 

Other  Pneumonias  . . 13  ’* 

Malaria  . « . # . • 6 

Dysentry  ••  ..  ••  1 " 

The  distribution  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  according 
to  Wards  has  already  been  shown  on  Page  2. 

One  death  occurred  from  Measles,  and  one  from  Scarlet 
Fever.  Five  deaths  were  caused  by  Diphtheria,  and  33 
occured  as  a result  of  Influenza.  Of  the  latter  28  took 
place  in  the  first  quarter. 

'The  case  rate  for  notifiable  diseases  for  the  whole 
district  works  out  at  13*3  per  thousand.  The  rate  per 
individual  ward  has  already  been  given. 

On  receipt  of  a notification  of  Infectious  Disease 
the  house  occupied  by  the  case  is  at  once  visited  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  sanitary  conditions  and  surround- 
ings are  investigated,  and  if  considered  necessary  the 
drains  tested  for  any  suspected  defect*  The  household 
arrangements  Indoors  are  also  investigated  and  recommend- 
ations given  for  the  best  isolation  of  the  patient  and 
safety  of  the  other  occupants  of  the  house.  The  occupations 
of  the  members  of  the  household  are  enqu  ired  into,  and  the 
necessary  precautions  taken  where  there  is  a possibility  of 
extension  of  the  infection  outside  the  home.  This  includes 
the  exclusion  of  children  from  shhool,  and  in  some  cases 
the  cessation  of  work  which  if  carried  on  might  be  a menace 
to  the  health  of  the  publio.  In  all  cases  the  food  and 
milk  supplies  are  enquired  into,  and  a record  kept  so  that 
any  common  source  of  origin  of  disease  may  be  deteoted. 

The  occupant  of  the  house  is  given  a printed  form 
containing  instructions  in  regard  to  cleanliness, 
care  of  the  sick  room,  ventilation  and  methods  of  disin- 
fection. Disinfectants  are  also  supplied  free  of  charge 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

In  all  cases  in  which  infection  is  liable  to  spread 
to  others  the  Sanitary  Inspector  consults  with  the  Medical 
Officer  in  regard  to  any  further  precautions  which  should 
be  taken* 

The  shhool  authorities  are  notifies,  in  the  case  of 
children,  and  in  the  case  of  adults  employers  are  also 
notified  of  the  occurrence  of  the  diseaso J 

The  period  of  infection  haring  elapsed,  the  infected 
room  is  thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected',.  The  olothing 
bedding  and  other  infected  articles  are  conveyed  away  and 
disinfected  by  means  of  a superheated  steam  apparatus. 
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Children  are  kept  from  school  until  pronounced  free  from 
infection. 

In  the  case  of  diphtheria  swabs  from  the  throat  and 
nostrils  are  taken  at  intervals  and  examined  microscopically 
at  the  County  Laboratory,  until  a negative  result  is  obtained 
when  the  child  is  allowed  to  resume  attendance  at  school# 
General  use  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  appears  to  be  made  by 
practitioners  in  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  a free  supply  of 
the  Antitoxin  Is  always  available  on  application#  There 
appears  also  to  be  a general  use  of  swabs  for  diagnostic 
purposes  as  well  as  to  prove  freedom  from  infection#  One 
swab  having  been  used  for  either  purpose,  a fresh  svrab  Is 
immediately  forwarded  to  the  practitioner  for  future  use* 

Regarding  the  notifications  under  the  regulations 
dated  7th  January,  1919,  there  appears  to  be  a laxity  in 
the  notification  of  cases  of  Malaria,  Dysentery  and  Trench 
Fever# 

Since  the  termination  of  the  Influenza  Fpidemic  early 
in  1919,  which  during  the  year  accounted  for  S3  deaths, 
there  was  not  any  further  outbreak. 

In  anticipation  of  any  further  attack  from  this  disease 
posters  containing  instructions  for  preventing  the  develop- 
ment and  spread  of  the  infection,  and  precautions  to  be 
taken  in  the  infected  home  are  In  readiness  to  be  posted  in 
prominent  public  places  immediately  any  serious  epidemic 
occurs . 

The  Council  has  also  been  supplied  with  Influenza 
Antitoxin  and  all  practitioners  in  the  District  have  been 
informed  that  such  is  available  free  of  charge  for  adminis- 
tration in  appropriate  cases# 

Regarding  the  notification  of  Tuberculosis,  there 
appears  to  be  no  laxity  in  noticisation*  During  the  last 
two  years  of  the  war  when  a large  oroportion  of  Medical 
Practitioners  were  absent  from  civilian  practices  there  is 
little  doubt  that  many  cases  of  Tubercular  affections 
escaped  notification  through  medical  advice  not  being  sought# 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year  of  primary  vaccin- 
ations or  re -vaccinations  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  Regulations ,1917# 

No  cases  of  anthrax  or  rabies  have  occurred  in  the 
district. 

MATFRNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE* 

This  centre  in  Cleethorpes  is  administered  by  the 
County  Council.  There  are  three  Health  Visitors,  fully 
trained  nurses,  employed  at  the  centre#  I. -very  child  birth 
occurring  in  the  district  is  notified  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  who  instructs  the  Health  Visitors  as  each 
occurs.  The  condition  of  the  home,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
infant  and  the  mother  are  attended  to  at  this  visit,  and  if 
necessary  at  subsequent?  visits# 

Any  abnormal  condition  such  as  underdevelopment, 
congenital  disease  or  Ophthalmia  are  noted  and  steps  taken 
for  the&r  treatment  if  this  has  not  already  commenced.  At 
the  same  time  the  mother  is  invited  and  encouraged  to 
attend  with  her  child  weekly  (twice  v/eekly  if  necessary) 
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at  the  Maternity  and  Child  k'elgire  Centre.  The  progress  of 
both  mother  and  child  is  carefully  watched,  the  child  being 
weighed  from  time  to  time  and  appropriate  advice  is  given 
by  a qualified  practitioner  who  is  in  attendance  at  the 
centre.  Milk  substitutes  are  provided  in  suitable  and 
necessitous  cases. 

The  Clinic  is  well  attended,  and  parents  appreciate 
the  advantages  they  gain  through  their  attendance* 

Milk  is  also  provided  from  a voluntary  fund  by  the 
Urban  District  Council  for  Nursing  ana  Expectant  Mothers, 
and  childrenunder  five  years  of  age,  who  owing  to  the  high 
cost  of  living  may  not  be  able  to  provide  sufficient  for 
their  requirements.  It  is  supplied  to  necessitous  cases 
either  free  or  at  a reduced  cost  according  to  circumstances. 

That  such  supply  is  obtainable  has  been  advertised 
through  the  medium  of  all  practitioners  and  certified 
midwives  in  the  district  as  well  as  through  the  Health 
Visitors  employed  by  the  County  Council  and  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre.  They  have  been  instructed  to 
advise  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  any  such  cases. 

Each  is  investigated  by  him,  and  if  considered  deserving 
receives  the  supply  at  the  rate  appropriate  to  their  means. 
Much  help  has  been  given  in  the  district  through  all  these 
sources  of  supply,  and  many  at  present  avail  themselves  of 
the  privileges  they  afford* 

Milk  can  also  be  obtained  by  the  sick  poor  receiving 
Parish  Relief,  on  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
this  Division  of  the  Grimsby  Union. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

There  are  two  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  district  viz. 
The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Their  duties  include  the  supervision  of  scaven- 
ging, the  visiting  of  houses  with  Infectious  Disease;  and 
the  sanitary  investigations  necessary  in  these  cases,  the 
making  of  arrangements  (if  necessary)  with  regard  to  admission 
of  Infectious  cases  to  the  Isolation  HospioaL,  supervision 
of  disinfection  of  home  and  wearing  apparel,  the  investigation 
of  insanitary  and  unhealthy  conditions  of  noases  or  areas, 
general  supervision  of  the  drainage  system,  investigation 
of  complaints,  house  to  house  inspection  as  far  as  time 
permits,  inspection  of  new  buildings,  shops,  food,  dairies, 
cowsheds,  bakehouses,  slaughterhouses,  and  workshops. 

In  addition  much  time  is  necessarily  spent  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector's  Office  for  the  clerical  work  required 
in  connection  with  these  duties. 

At  present  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  which 
requ-ire  Hospital  Treatment  are  removed  to  the  Grimsby 
Isolation  Hospital, at  Scartho,  about  four  miles  distant, 
the  Cleethorpes  Council  contributing  the  sum  of  £4.4.0. 
weekly  for  each  case  fnom  their  district . There  has  never 
been  any  difficulty  in  securing  admissions  under  this 
arrangement.  During  the  year  there  were  14  admissions  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital  from  the  District. 

The  Bacteriological  work  of  the  District  is  carried  out 
by  the  Bacteriological  Department  of  the  C ounty  Council . 
Results  of  examinations  which  prove  positive  are  communicated 
to  the  practitioner  in  charge  of  the  case  by  telegram. 
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The  following  Acts  and  Byelaws  are  in  force  in  the 
district 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 


Part 

11 

Sections 

17, 

19, 

20, 

21, 

22, 

26, 

30, 

& 33 

ff 

111 

n 

36, 

37, 

43, 

46, 

50, 

and 

51. 

Si 

IV 

II 

53, 

54, 

55, 

56, 

62, 

63, 

64, 

65, 

f( 

66, 

and 

68. 

IT 

V 

69, 

and 

75. 

Vi 

X 

n 

92, 

93, 

and 

95. 

BYELAWS-  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1875 . 

For  Scavenging  & Cleansing  under  section  44. 

For  Prevention  of  Nuisances  under  section  44, 

For  Management  of  Mortuaries  under  section  341* 

(The  Council  provide  their  own  Mortuary) 

For  New  Streets  & Buildings  under  section  157, 

For  Regulation  of  Slaughterhouses  under  section  169, 

UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMEMPMENT  ACT,  1890. 

For  New  Streets  and  Buildings  under  section  23, 

UNDER  HOUSING  OF  . ’PRICING  CLASSES  ACT,  1885  (SECTION  9) 

For  promotion  of  cHeanliness  in  tents,  vans,  sheds, 
etc.  used  for  habitation  and  prevention  of  spread  of 
infectious  diseases  therein. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INTERNMENTS)  ACT,  1879. 

There  is  a Joint  Burial  Board  formed  in  1876  managed 
by  nine  members,  seven  of  fohom  are  appointed  by  the 
Cleethorpes  District  Council  and  two  by  the  Weelsby  Parish 
Meeting. 

REGULATIONS  UNDER  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS 

ORDER,  1885.  ARTICLE  13* 

Cowkeepers,  dairymen  etc.  are  registered  in  accordance 
with  Section  6 of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order. 

HOUSING. 

General  Housing  conditions  in  the  District 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  - 5,736. 

Number  of  houses  for  working  classes  - 5,283. 

No  new  houses  for  the  working  classes  erected  or  in 
course  of  erection  during  the  year. 

(2)  Population  of  district  - 

For  calculation  of  birth  rate  - 26,744. 

" " death  rate  - 25,673. 

The  main  future  changes  which  may  affect  the  population 
are  (aj)  The  construction- of ' new  docks  at  Grimsby. 

(b)  The  development  of  building  at  Immingham. 
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(3)  There  is  a marked  shortage  of  houses  in  the  district. 

Prom  one -third  to  half  the  houses  are  occupied  by  tiro 
families,  and  in  some  instances  three  families. 

The  Council  are  taking  measures  for  the  building  of  132 
houses  for  the  working  classes  which  it  is  hoped  will  soon 
be  in  process  of  construction.  A scheme  for  building  of 
other  houses  is  also  in  hand. 


OVERCROWDING. 


There  is  a considerable  number  of  instances  of  over- 
crowding in  houses  owing  to  no  nevr  houses  being  available* 

No  measures  have  as  yet  been  taken  to  deal  with  this  apart 
from  the  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  hurry  up 
building  operations. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

The  general  standard  of  houses  in  the  district  is  good. 
There  are  no  houses  unfit  for  habitation,  the  commonest 
defects  met  with  being  defective  pavement  forming  the  front 
entrance,  defective  refuse  receptacles,  leaky  eaves  gutters, 
small  defects  in  roofs  causing  dampness  of  ceilings,  rotting 
of  floors . 

Notices  to  remedy  the  defects  are  served  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 

Only  serious  defects  were  dealt  with  because  of  the 
shortage  of  labo\ir  and  materials  and  the  high  cost  of  same. 
Private  owners  are  as  a whole  averse  to  spending  the  money 
necessary  to  keep  the  property  in  good  repair  at  the  present 
time . 

The  water  supply,  sewage  system,  and  system  for  disposal 
of  refuse  are  capable  of  accommodating  a very  much  increased 
population. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  district,  and  there 
have  been  no  complaints  regarding  such  during  the  year.  The 
byelaws  of  the  district  as  to  tents,  vans,  sheds  etc  prove 
satisfactory.  The  building  byelaws  are  being  revised, 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  12  MONTHS  ENDED  31ST  DECEMBER ,191 9. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respett  of 
which  complaints  were  made  that  they  were 

unfit  for  human  habitation  None. 

(2)  Action  under  Section  17  of  Housing  Act, 1909. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  . . 46 

(b ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  considered 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  /None. 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects 

in  which  were  remedied  without  the 

making  of  closing  orders  ••  .»  ..  39. 

(3)  Action  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act, 1919. 

(a)  Number  of  Orders  for  repairs  issued  ..  None.  (Done 
under  Public  Health  Act ) 

(b  ) Number  of  cases  in  which  repairs  done 

by  Local  Authority  ..  ..  ..  ..  None. 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  voluntatily 
closed  on  notice  by  owner  that  they 
could  not  be  made  fit  without 
reconstruction •<  ..  None. 
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(4)  Closing  Orders. 

(a)  Number  of  Representations  made  to  the 

Local  Authority  with  a view  to  making 
Closing  Orders  ..  ..  None. 

(b ) Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ..  ..  None. 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  regard  to 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined 
on  the  houses  being  made  fit  for  human 
habitation  None. 


(5)  Demolition  Orders. 

(a)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  . ••  None, 

(b  ) Number  of  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ..  ..  None. 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

voluntarily  . . . None. 


(7)  Obstructive  Buildings. 

(a)  Number  of  representations  made 

(Section  38  Housing  Act,  1890)  ..  ••  None. 

(b ) Number  of  buildings  demolished  ..  ..  None, 
(o)  Number  of  representations  st\'ll  under 

consideration  ..  None. 


(8)  The  staff  engaged  in  housing  work  consists  only  of  the 
two  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Very  little  time  can  be  devoted  by  them  to  house  to  house 
inspection  on  account  of  their  many  other  Routine  duties. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

V.G.BEST. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

In  the  Urban  District  of  Cleethorpes 
1919. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

i 

Females 

ALL  CAUSES  

15S 

159 

1.  Enteric  Fever  ..  ..  .. 

mm 

2 « Small  Pox  ••  •«  » • ...  «• 

3.  Measles  • . . . . . . . . . 

1 

4.  Scarlet  Fever.  ,, 

1 

5.  Whooping  Cou$i  ..  .. 

2 

6.  Diphtheria  and  Croup  ..  ..  . . 

3 

2 

• 7.  Influenza  ..  ..  ..  . . 

11 

22 

8.  Erysipelas  ..  .. 

1 

1 

9.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ••  ..  .. 

10 

10 

10.  Tuberculosis  Meningitis  . . .. 

_ 

1 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

4 

12.  Cancer,  malignant  disease  .. 

7 

16 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever  ..  «.  . . 

2 

1 

14.  Meningitis  ••  ..  •»  , . .. 

2 

1 

15.  Organic  Heart  Disease  ••  .. 

11 

26 

16.  B ronchitis  ..  ..  ..  . . 

12 

16 

17.  Pneumonia  (All  forms)  ..  ..  .. 

15 

12 

18.  Other  respiratory  diseases  ..  ,. 

2 

1 

19.  Diarrhoea  &c  (Under  2 years)  .. 

3 

1 

20.  Appendicitis  & Typhlitis  . ..  ., 

1 

1 

21.  Alcoholism  ..  . . ••  ..  ,♦ 

21A  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . ..  . . .. 

1 

'*• 

22.  Nephritis  & Bright fs  Disease  ..  .. 

1 

6 

23.  Puerperal  Fever  ..  . • .. 

•a 

24.  Parturition,  apart  from  puerperal  feve: 

2 

25.  Congenital  debility  etc  ..  ••  .. 

13 

5 

26.  Violence,  apart  from  suicide  ..  .. 

7 

3 

mm 

28.  Other  defineddfa eases  ..  ..  •• 

45 

31 

29.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  .. 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ..  ..  «• 

Poliomyelitis  ..  ..  ## 

- 

- 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
Total  •«  ..  •• 

40 

17 

Illegitimate  . ..  ..  . . .. 

3 

•m 

TOTAL  BIRTHS 

258 

259 

Legitimate  ..  ••  ••  ••  •• 

24© 

249 

Illegitimate  • . . ••  ••  •• 

13 

10 

Population  (for  Birth  Rate  ••  ••  •• 

M (for  Death  Rate  ••  . . •• 

14. 
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Meningitis  (not 

Tuberculous ) 

Convulsions  . . * 
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forms)..  ... 

Diarrhoea  

Enteritis  

Syphilis  ..  ... 

Rickets  

Injury  at 

Birth  . . ... 

Atelectasis.  ... 

Congenital 

Malformation 

Premature  Birth 

Atrophy,  Debility 
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NETT  DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS  AGES 
UNDER  ONE  YEAR  • 
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COMPARISON  OF  BIRTH  RATE  & DEATH  RATE 
WITH  THOSE  OF  OTHER  AREAS. 


